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PASSPORT 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CPAS CASC LY 

SUBJECT: ARABIC TRANSLATIONS IN U.S. PASSPORTS 

REF: UNCLASSIFIED COPENHAGEN 4677 

1 . REQUEST FOR AUTHORIZATION TO AFFIX CONSULAR SEAL ON 
ARABIC TRANSLATIONS IS DENIED AT THIS TIME. 

2. OUR TRANSLATION PROCEDURE APPEARS TO BE SIMILAR TO 
DANISH. OFFICIAL ARABIC TRANSLATION STAMP FOR U.S. PASS- 
PORTS IS PLACED IN PASSPORT BY AN AUTHORIZED POST. CITIZEN 
MUST OBTAIN TRANSLATION FROM APPROVED TRANSLATOR AND THEN 
RETURN PASSPORT TO POST FOR PLACEMENT OF OFFICIAL SEAL TO 
CERTIFY TRANSLATION. 

3. THE NUMBER OF POSTS WHICH HAVE BEEN AUTHORIZED TO 
RECEIVE THE OFFICIAL ARABIC STAMP FROM THE DEPARTMENT AND 
TO PROVIDE THE TRANSLATION SERVICE HAVE BEEN LIMITED 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 191733 

BECAUSE OF THE DEPARTMENT'S NEED TO MAINTAIN EFFECTIVE CON 
TROL OVER U.S. PASSPORTS. THE DEPARTMENT'S POLICY IS TO 

ISSUE PASSPORTS PRIMARILY IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE. (THE 
FRENCH LANGUAGE IS ALSO PRINTED IN THE INITIAL PAGES OF 
THE PASSPORT. AS IT CONFORMS TO INTERNATIONAL USAGE.) 

THUS, THE DEPARTMENT DOES NOT APPROVE OF THE LIBYAN RE- 
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QUIREMENT THAT THE PERSONAL DATA IN U.S. PASSPORTS BE 
TRANSLATED INTO ARABIC AND ESPECIALLY THAT THE U.S. GOVERN- 
MENT CERTIFY THE ARABIC TRANSLATIONS. 

4. THE DEPARTMENT'S RESTRICTIVE POLICY IS AN ATTEMPT TO 
BALANCE ITS CONCERN OVER THE LIBYAN REQUIREMENT AND THE 
FACT THAT U.S. CITIZENS MUST HAVE THE TRANSLATION AND 
CERTIFICATION IN ORDER TO TRAVEL TO LIBYA. THE POSTS THAT 
HAVE RECEIVED AUTHORIZATION TO PERFORM THE TRANSLATION 
SERVICE WERE SELECTED ON THE BASIS OF THE VOLUME OF 
REQUESTS FOR TRANSLATIONS THAT EACH POST RECEIVED. THE 
PROJECTED DEMAND FOR THE SERVICE, AND THE CONVENIENCE OF 
EACH POST'S LOCATION ON AIR ROUTES TO LIBYA. 

5. IF THE EMBASSY WISHES TO BE CONSIDERED FOR AUTHORI- 
ZATION THE EMBASSY SHOULD SEND DATA, AS OUTLINED IN PARA. 

4, FOR DEPARTMENT'S (PPT/L) EVALUATION. VANCE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 
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